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and must be guarded against. The life and culture forming
the background of historical events should not be judged by the
modem standards, as such a course is sure to create a wrong
historical perspective. It is, therefore, essential that before
application of any historical evidence to a specified period of
history we form a general idea of the contemporary people and
their surroundings.

The importance of historical imagination for visualizing
the currents of history cannot but be emphasized.    However,
the assumption of these hypothetical currents as final verified
theories or results needs condemnation.    Progress of scientific
research is due largely to provisional explanations suggested
purely by imaginative intuition.   Such explanations have, how-
ever, to be consistent with the facts previously recorded and
must be strictly based on the principles of the science of history.
In the earlier stages of historiography, some hypothetical data
has to be accepted for the reconstruction of a story, but as
soon as fresh material is obtained, this data should be purged
of errors and carefully filtered so as to represent genuine facts.
Thus even the play of imagination has to be restricted to the
general trend of the popular mind characterizing a particular
age of history.   Explicit self-contradiction must be avoided.
Imagination inherently possesses the power to probe into the
depths of reality and, as such, it is a very potent factor in all
historical research.   The importance of guess-work in the pro-
cess of historical reconstruction cannot, therefore, be under-
valued or labelled as 'deliberate mischief'.    What is blame-
worthy in the guesswork is the obstinacy to adhere to it even
when it is proved to be a misconception on the strength of re-
liable evidence.   In some cases, no doubt, the hypothesis pos-
tulated proves to be so real that every new piece of evidence
brings it into complete historical relief, as though the guesswork
had converted itself into a historical belief.    In the primary
stages of historical research, our ideas about striking historical
events are within the orbit of practical possibility.    Even in
the application of a new piece of evidence, certain links are to
be assumed to make it fit in with the facts previously discover-